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some time before the whole book is completed, we shall necessarily
be left long without an index to what has already appeared, and to be
without an index to a book of this length as well as importance is
a great deprivation.

A word of praise must be given to the excellence of the coloured
plates. The plans are due to the practised hands of Messrs. Fyffe
and Dell. To Sir Arthur Evans himself and to Dr. Duncan Mackenzie,
his tried assistant, are due the hearty congratulations of all on the
publishing of the first instalment of their completed work. We use
the word 'completed'. But Knossos is not finished by any means.
It is a never-ending site. There may be almost as much under the
ground there still as has been uncovered up till now. Still, a halt
had to be called somewhere, and the central foyer> the kernel of
Knossos, the ' palace of Minos', has undoubtedly been almost entirely
excavated, and with the practical completion of this work and the
unavoidable cessation of excavation during the war came the psycho-
logical moment for the publication of the great book, the first part of
which has now been given to the world. H. R. HALL.

The Records of St. Bartholomew's Priory and of the Church and
Parish of St. Bartholomew the Great. By E. A. WEBB, F.S.A.,
2 vols. 9^ x 6|. Pp. lvi + 557 and xix + 618. Milford. 193a.
£4 As.
In these two handsome volumes Mr. Webb has brought together

all the available information as to the history of Rahere's Priory and
the later church and parish. It is a work of infinite pains which could
only have been accomplished by one to whom it was a labour of love.
Such a vast collection of material is of importance not only for the
history of the church and parish, but will be of permanent value for
all students of London history. The first volume opens with a detailed
account of Records and Authorities. Unfortunately few original
records of the Priory have survived, though there is a valuable Rent
Roll in the Bodleian Library. The loss is to some extent made good
by the fine Cartulary of St. Bartholomew's Hospital; Mr. Webb
inclines to the opinion that this may be the book which Stow describes
as ' the fayrest Bible that I have seene ' ; it does not, however, seem
likely that Stow, who was so familiar with all medieval records,
would have made such an incorrect description. There then follows
a general account of the Monastery and of the Augustinian Order
with a list of Priors and Rectors. The more detailed history begins
with an account of Rahere and his two great foundations. Next
comes a history of the Priory arranged chronologically under the
successive Priors. Where the amount of material is so great, and
nevertheless consists mainly of notices of isolated events and benefac-
tions in great part derived from Records, this is probably the best
method that could have been adopted. A more consecutive and
systematized narrative might have made easier reading, but much of
the value of the book as a carefully collected storehouse of material
would have been lost in the process. The material has been collected
not only from printed Calendars but also from manuscript sources,
which are cited with admirable precision. It is a pity that the use of
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printed Chronicles is not so free from criticism ; there was, of course,
no such person as Matthew of Westminster (p. 48); Adam Murimuth
was not a continuator of Robert of Avesbury's chronicle (p. 218), for
he died ten years before Avesbury's work was finished; William.
Gregory was not the writer of more than a very small part of the
chronicle which bears his name, and was only a child at the time of
Badby's execution (p. 196); the narrative comes from the older London
Chronicles. However, such points do not affect the value of the book
and are mentioned only by way of correction. The history of the
Priory is followed by an account of its suppression, and its revival for
a brief space as a house of Dominican Friars. The first volume
closes with a long Appendix, in which are given the English text
of the well-known Liber Fundationis and the full text of the valuable
Rental in the Bodleian Library, the latter of which occupies fifty
pages of print and deals with all the possessions of the Monastery.
In the London section of the Rental there is a curious entry of
' Parochia Sancte Wereburge infra Bisschopesgate'. Mr. Webb com-
ments on this that there is no church of St. Werburga in the City;
that is not strictly correct, for St. Werburga was the ancient dedica-
tion of St. John the Evangelist; however, it is clear that St. Ethel-
burga's church is intended : there is a similar mention of houses within
Bishopsgate in the parish of St. Werburga in I3I5-1 All Hallows
Garlickhith, which also appears, is probably a variant for All Hallows
Bread Street. With regard to another church, St. Martin Pomery,
Mr. Webb's suggestion that it owed its name to a benefactor (Pomery
or Pomeroy) is probable; the only alternative is St. Martin in the
Orchard and there are early instances of the name as St. Martin ' in
pomerio'; that it should be due to the pomerium of the most ancient
Roman city is inconceivable, and the church would not have been in
the later pomerium as St. Martin, Ludgate, might have been.

The second volume is in five parts; the first two of which deal with
the architecture of the Church and Priory. Documentary evidence for
the building of the church is not precise, and in his detailed description
Mr. Webb rightly proceeds by inference and comparison. The first work,
consisting of the apse and its chapels, with three bays of the quire, he
assigns to Rahere, and to the years 1123-33, the troubles of which
there is so much recorded evidence preventing any further work before
Rahere's death in 1143.

The evidences of a break in the work bear out this, and when
building was begun again, early in the priorate of Thomas, Rahere's
immediate successor (1144-74), a bay was added to the quire, and the
crossing and transepts were undertaken. A passage in the ' Book of
the Foundation', referring to the ' left end of the church', and dating
from 1148, is taken by Mr. Webb to imply the existence of the north
transept at that time. At any rate it is fair to assume that in the
third quarter of the century such Romanesque work as remains in the
transepts, nave, and cloister was set up. The cloister being on the south
side, the work on that side of the church would be pushed forward,
in order to complete the setting out of the claustral buildings.

1 Cal. Wills in Court of Husting, i,
VOL. II U
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Whether a tower was then built over the crossing seems doubtful,
but a settlement in the north-east pier, affecting the adjoining tri-
forium bay, testifies to the result of the addition of upper works,
and is used by Mr. Webb to suggest that the subarches of the
triforium are an afterthought and inserted for strength. A better
argument for their insertion is found in the advanced details of the
capitals in the triforium, but carving by itself is always a doubtful
guide, as it may well be later than the construction, and it is very
difficult to believe that this most attractive feature of the earliest part
of the church was not intended from the first. That triforium stages
are to be found which have never been adorned with subarches is
true, but the converse is normal, and some instances which Mr. Webb
adduces, such as St. Albans, where the supply of baluster shafts failed
after the transepts were built, can be explained in other ways. That
the design of St. Bartholomew's owes anything to that of St. John's
Chapel in the Tower is hard to believe; the relationship is only that
of two buildings belonging to different periods of one school of archi-
tecture, and their constructional principles are governed by quite
different conditions. Nor can it be said that there is much real
likeness between the remote church at Kirkwall in the Orkneys, begun
about 1135 by the Norse rulers of the islands, and the London church
first set out in i123. It may be noted that the eastern apse of the
(south) transept at Lindisfarne is not reduced to foundations only
(vol. ii, p. 5), but stands to its full height with its vault practically
complete.

The completion of the nave came in the thirteenth century; and
the awkward manner in which its aisle vaults, considerably higher
than those of the older work, break into the remains of the Romanesque
triforium, suggests that if funds had allowed, a remodelling of the
eastern parts of the church might have been contemplated; here as
elsewhere we may observe that in building operations lack of funds
is not always an unmixed evil.

The curious little window in the north clearstory of the nave is one
of the puzzles of St. Bartholomew's, but the explanation given—not
on Mr. Webb's authority—at p. 63 of vol. ii is much more ingenious
than convincing.

The history of the other monastic buildings is traced by Mr. Webb
with a wealth of plans and postsuppression references which are
extremely valuable, and it is not likely that future investigators will
be able to add anything material to what he has brought together.
Nevertheless the prospect of the clearing, in the near future, of the
remains of the east walk of the cloister, is attractive, and the work
wilr be watched with all the more interest because of this book.

The three latter parts of vol. ii are concerned with the Parish of
St. Bartholomew, the rectors,and the monuments of the church. Though
the interest and importance of these sections are not equal to those of
the earlier part, they contain a great amount of information useful
for later London history. Particular attention may be directed to
the account of the principal inhabitants of the Close, especially in the
first hundred years after the Reformation when it was an aristocratic
residential quarter. Mention must also be made of the account given



REVIEWS 275

of Robert Rich, the first grantee of the dissolved Priory, and his
descendants; the story of Rich's share in the downfall of the Protector
Somerset, is, however, a dubious tale which requires to be repeated
with more qualification than is given here. The numerous and ad-
mirable illustrations are on a par with the careful and exhaustive
narrative.

C. L. KlNGSFORD.
C. R. PEERS.

Calendar of Entries in the Papal Registers relating to Great Britain
and Ireland. Papal Letters. Vol. xi. A.D. 1455-1464. Prepared
by J. A. TWEMLOW. io^x 7; pp. xxxi + 907. London: Stationery
Office, Imperial House, Kingsway. 1921. z$s.
This volume, covering only nine years, contains the Vatican and

Lateran registers of Calixtus III, who occupied the throne for three
years; and the Vatican registers of Pius II. The Lateran registers
of Pius are to be dealt with in the next volume of the series. Five
registers of Calixtus are lost, and the Rubricelle or tables of the
Lateran registers of this pope are also lost; and the contents of
these can only be supplied by remaining Indici, here set out. The
present volume is excerpted from vol. ccccxxxvi—dxxiv of the
registers, in a series which began in the year 1198. It is the sixth
which Mr. Twemlow has edited alone; and he keeps the high standard
of excellence which he set from the first. What pitfalls he has had to
avoid is made abundantly clear in the preface. The secret codes by
which these registers were safeguarded is exposed. The papal officials
divided the three years of Calixtus into six hypothetical ones. The
wildest rules appear to have governed the alphabetical treatment of
the entries, which were arranged under dioceses and under arbitrary
headings. Further, the indici are remarkable mostly for their laxity,
H and K, S and T, are persistently mixed. In addition the indici
are full of wrong descriptions and guilty of deliberate omissions. The
material was enormous. For the three years of Calixtus there were
forty-three registers. The secret key to all these exists in a concor-
dantia which the present Prefect of the Vatican has kindly allowed to
be copied and printed. But the editor, to make his work complete,
has had to rely on the slow and patient turning over of the leaves of
the registers themselves. The result is a volume of over 900 pages,
of which our nation may be proud. It is not to be wondered at,
though it is to be regretted, that itineraries of these two popes,
prepared by the editor from his material, have been omitted by
direction of the Keeper of the Public Records.

To epitomize the more striking matter of the 700 pages of text
is difficult, to emend for the most part not called for. Yet it is
open to inquiry if any member of the household of the Bishop of Ely
in 1455 was called Valtrim (5). The name was probably Waltham (171).
Pancakes and sausages at Durham in this year appear on the same
page of the calendar. Sir John Wenlock in his eightieth year has to
apply to Rome for permission to eat butter and cheese, and to drink
milk (16). Turks, Scotch, and Irish frequent these pages; the last
being again elucidated, as in previous volumes, by Dr. Grattan Flood.
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